If the pillars are shaky, does faith in Medicare crumble?
The objectives of the study described in this article were to determine whether the faith of physicians in the Canadian system of health insurance depends on their assessment of quality and access to health services and whether their assessments of quality and access to health services affect their support of out-of-pocket and other methods of financing healthcare. To this end, a mail survey of 600 physicians in British Columbia and 240 physicians in Saskatchewan was conducted. The sample was stratified to ensure equal representation from urban and non-urban areas and between female and male specialists and family practitioners. Our conclusions indicate that physicians seem to be open minded in their views on financing. Their overriding concerns are to ensure the provision of sufficient resources to the healthcare system and to maintain full coverage of the population.